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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 029229 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 EB-08 COME-OO MCE-00 TRSE-00 10-14 AID-05 
IGA-02 /101 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN :LPFEIFLE:CFC 
APPROVED BY ARA/CEN :WMATTHEWS 
ARA/MEX:DSIMCOX 
ARA/PPC : WDIETERICH (SUBS) 

- 032350 031814Z/41 

R 031600Z PEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

UNCLAS STATE 029229 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PERP, MASS, MX, GT 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON F-5 SALES TO MEXICO AND 
GUATEMALA 

REF: GUATEMALA 0695 

1 . THE FOLLOWING WAS READ AT THE FEBRUARY 2, NOON 
BRIEFING: 

QUOTE. I WANT TO OFFER SOME CLARIFICATION OF OUR 
REMARKS IN THE BRIEFING CONCERNING THE STATE OF 
PLAY ON THE INTEREST SHOWN BY MEXICO AND GUATEMALA 
IN BUYING F-5 AIRCRAFT. I THINK WE WERE HAVING WHAT 
MIGHT BE DESCRIBED AS A SEMANTIC PROBLEM CONCERNING 
THE MEANING OF THE WORDS REQUEST AND EXPRESSION OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 029229 

INTEREST AS WELL AS WITH THE DEGREE OF FORMALITY 
INVOLVED IN OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH THOSE TWO GOVERNMENTS 
ON THE SUBJECT. THE MEXICANS HAVE IN FACT MADE WHAT 
AMOUNTS TO AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST THROUGH FORMAL 
CHANNELS TO GET INFORMATION ON COST, TERMS AND OTHER 
DETAILS OF A POSSIBLE PURCHASE OF THE AIRPLANE. SO, 
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IT WOULD BE INCORRECT TO CALL THIS REQUEST A FINAL 
COMMITMENT BY THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO BUY THE AIRCRAFT. 
NOW, IN THE CASE OF GUATEMALA, THE AIRCRAFT WAS REQUESTED 
IN A LETTER LAST SEPTEMBER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
GUATEMALA TO OUR AMBASSADOR THERE AND IT WOULD PROBABLY 
BE CORRECT TO CONSIDER THAT LETTER AS A FORMAL REQUEST, 
THOUGH THERE IS AT PRESENT NO COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF GUATEMALA TO BUY THE AIRPLANE IF IT WERE OFFERED. 
END QUOTE. 

2. THERE WERE NO QUESTIONS ON THE SUBJECT. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
@ @ @OAS YS @ @ @<CONCATENATED> 
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REF: GUATEMALA 0695 

1 . THE FOLLOWING WAS READ AT THE FEBRUARY 2, NOON 
BRIEFING: 

QUOTE. I WANT TO OFFER SOME CLARIFICATION OF OUR 
REMARKS IN THE BRIEFING CONCERNING THE STATE OF 
PLAY ON THE INTEREST SHOWN BY MEXICO AND GUATEMALA 
IN BUYING F-5 AIRCRAFT. I THINK WE WERE HAVING WHAT 
MIGHT BE DESCRIBED AS A SEMANTIC PROBLEM CONCERNING 
THE MEANING OF THE WORDS REQUEST AND EXPRESSION OF 
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INTEREST AS WELL AS WITH THE DEGREE OF FORMALITY 
INVOLVED IN OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH THOSE TWO GOVERNMENTS 
ON THE SUBIECT. THE MEXICANS HAVE IN FACT MADE WHAT 
AMOUNTS TO AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST THROUGH FORMAL 
CHANNELS TO GET INFORMATION ON COST, TERMS AND OTHER 
DETAILS OF A POSSIBLE PURCHASE OF THE AIRPLANE. SO, 

IT WOULD BE INCORRECT TO CALL THIS REQUEST A FINAL 
COMMITMENT BY THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO BUY THE AIRCRAFT. 
NOW, IN THE CASE OF GUATEMALA, THE AIRCRAFT WAS REQUESTED 
IN A LETTER LAST SEPTEMBER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
GUATEMALA TO OUR AMBASSADOR THERE AND IT WOULD PROBABLY 
BE CORRECT TO CONSIDER THAT LETTER AS A FORMAL REQUEST, 
THOUGH THERE IS AT PRESENT NO COMMITMENT BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF GUATEMALA TO BUY THE AIRPLANE IF IT WERE OFFERED. 
END QUOTE. 

2. THERE WERE NO QUESTIONS ON THE SUBJECT. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MILITARY SALES, PRESS CONFERENCES, SALES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: <CONCATENATED> 

Draft Date: 03 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 
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Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: LPFEIFLE:CFC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780052-0608 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978021 1 1/aaaafpmt.tel 

Line Count: 155 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 
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Review Release Event: n/a 
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